CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE - CATEGORIES OF MINISTRY

MINISTRY OF LAYPERSONS  -   NO DISTRICT LICENSE REQUIRED
Manual Paragraph 503: “All Christians should consider themselves ministers of Christ and seek to know the will of God concerning their appropriate avenues of service”.
Manual Paragraph 503.2 - Lay Minister : “Any member of the Church of the Nazarene who feels called to serve as a church planter, bivocational pastor, teacher, lay evangelist, lay song evangelist, stewardship minister, church staff minister, and/or other specialized ministry on behalf of the church, but who does not at the present time feel a special call to become an ordained minister, may pursue a validated course of study leading to a certificate of lay ministry”.

MINISTRY OF THE CLERGY - DISTRICT LICENSE REQUIRED
Manual Paragraph 504: “The Church of the Nazarene recognizes only one order of the preaching ministry, that of Elder. The church recognizes the following categories of service in which a district assembly may place an elder, deacon, or,as circumstances warrant, a licensed minister.

ADMINISTRATOR -   DISTRICT LICENSE REQUIRED
Manual Paragraph 506: “The administrator is an elder or a deacon either elected by the General Assembly as a general official; or a member of the clergy elected or employed to serve in the general church. An administrator may also be an elder elected by the district assembly as district superintendent; or a member of the clergy elected or employed as his or her primary assignment in the service of a district. Such a person is an assigned minister.

CHAPLAIN -  DISTRICT LICENSE REQUIRED
Manual Paragraph 507: “The chaplain is an ordained minister who feels divinely led to specialized ministry in military, institutional, or industrial chaplaincy. All ministers seeking to serve in chaplaincy must be approved by their district superintendent. An ordained minister serving in chaplaincy as his or her primary assignment shall be an assigned minister, and shall report annually to the district assembly and give due regard to the advice and counsel of the district superintendent and the District Advisory Board.”

DEACONESS -  DISTRICT LICENSE REQUIRED
Manual Paragraph 508:   “A woman who is a member of the Church of the Nazarene and believes she is divinely led to engage in ministering to the sick and the needy, comforting the sorrowing, and doing other works of Christian benevolence, and who has given evidence in her life of ability, grace, and usefulness, and who was in the years preceding 1985 licensed or consecrated as a deaconess shall continue in such standing. However, those women called to active and assigned ministry but not called to preach shall complete the requirements for ordination to the order of deacon. Women desiring a credential for compassionate ministries may pursue the requirements for lay minister.


EDUCATOR - DISTRICT LICENSE REQUIRED
Manual Paragraph 509: “The educator is an elder, deacon, or licensed minister employed to serve on the administrative staff of faculty of one of the educational institutions of the Church of the Nazarene. The district shall designate such a person as an educator for their ministry assignment”.

EVANGELIST - DISTRICT LICENSE REQUIRED
Manual Paragraph 510: “The elder or licensed minister who is an evangelist is one devoted to traveling and preaching the gospel, and who is authorized by the church to promote revivals and to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ abroad in the land.”

MINISTER OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION - DISTRICT LICENSE REQUIRED
Manual Paragraph 511: “A member of the clergy employed in a ministerial capacity in a Christian education program of a local church may be assigned as a minister of Christian education”.

MINISTER OF MUSIC - NO DISTRICT LICENSE REQUIRED
Caviat - Paragraph 512.1  (See following 512)
Manual Paragraph 512: “A member of the Church of the Nazarene who feels called to the ministry of music may be commissioned as a minister of music for one year by the district assembly, provided such person:
Has been recommended for such work by the church board of the local church in which membership is held.
Gives evidence of grace, gifts, and usefulness.
Has had at least one year of experience in music ministry.
Has had not fewer than one year of vocal study under an accredited teacher and is pursuing a validated course of study or its equivalent prescribed for ministers of music or had completed the same.
Is regularly engaged as a minister of music and...
Has been carefully examined, under the direction of the district assembly of the assembly district within the bounds of which the person holds his or her church membership, regarding his or her intellectual and spiritual qualifications, and general fitness for such work.
Manual Paragraph 512.1: “Only such persons who maintain this ministry as their primary assignment and vocation and have ministerial credentials shall be considered assigned ministers.

MISSIONARY -  DISTRICT LICENSE REQUIRED.
CAVIAT - Layperson under Global Missions as a sponsored missionary
Manual Paragraph 513: “The missionary is a member of the clergy or a layperson who ministers under the supervision of Global Mission. A missionary with an appointment and having a ministerial credential shall be considered an assigned minister.



PASTOR -  DISTRICT LICENSE REQUIRED
Manual Paragraph 514: “A pastor is an ordained elder or licensed minister (elder track) who, under the call of God and His people, has the oversight of a local church. A pastor of a local church is an assigned minister.”  

SONG EVANGELIST - NO DISTRICT LICENSE REQUIRED
CAVIAT - A SONG EVANGELIST WHO HAS A MINISTERIAL CREDENTIAL
Manual Paragraph 527: “A song evangelist is a member of the Church of the Nazarene whose intention is to devote the major portion of his or her time to the ministry of evangelism through music. A song evangelist who has a ministerial credential and who is involved in active ministry and has evangelism as his or her primary assignment, and who does not sustain a retired relationship with the church or any of its departments or institutions, shall be an assigned minister.”

SPECIAL SERVICE - DISTRICT LICENSE REQUIRED
Manual Paragraph 528: “A member of the Clergy in active service not otherwise provided for shall be appointed to special service, if such service is approved by the district assembly and shall be listed by the district as an assigned minister.”
